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Welcome New Rotarian, Kris Gragson
By Deborah Williams, Sponsor

Our Rotary family is thrilled to welcome back one of our own —Kris Gragson, who is rejoining
our Club after some time away! Kris owns 6K Media, a digital marketing firm which helps local
businesses grow through smart web design, SEO and event promotion. He has been married to
Maria for 17 years and they have one daughter, Violet.

Kris has long exemplified Rotary’s spirit of “Service Above Self,” contributing his time, energy,
and expertise to projects that make a real difference. A long time member of the Long Beach
Chamber, he is currently the President of the Small Business Council, championing local
entrepreneurship and connection. He is on the Board of Directors for the Long Beach Community
College Foundation and serves on the Long Beach Gives Steering Committee. Kris’s passion for
bringing people together shines through signature events such as Moonlight Movies on the
Beach and Long Beach Zombie Walk.

Now returning with fresh perspective and renewed enthusiasm, Kris is excited to reconnect with
fellow members and help drive new community efforts forward. Please join us in giving Kris a
warm Rotary welcome home — we can’t wait to see the great things he helps us accomplish!

Holiday Wine Tasting at Randy's
By Natalie Hale and Linda Rahn, Fellowship Service Co-Directors
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Doing Business in Rotary (BBR)
By Mary Zerafa Loos, Publisher: Neiborhood Magazines

Please RSVP via the Evite invitation. For more information,
please contact Ali Vaghefi (310.683.8002 or behdod@gmail.com)
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By Jan Bess Hower, President: Board of Directors, Long Beach Camerata Singers

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 2, and join us for a fundraiser with Long Beach
Camerata’s beautiful Catalyst Candlelight Christmas concert! Rotary members plus friends and
family will receive 25% off tickets: Camerata will also donate another 25% of your ticket
purchases back to our Rotary District Foundation.
What to Expect:
You will hear Catalyst’s 14 professional singers perform some of your favorite Christmas music,
including Carol of the Bells, Silent Night, and their signature piece, Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas. Enjoy the ambiance of a candlelit church and the insightful remarks of
Catalyst’s Grammy-winning Artistic Director, Dr. James K. Bass.
Where and When
The concert will take place on Tuesday, December 2 at 7:30pm. The venue is St. Cornelius
Catholic Church, located at 5500 E. Wardlow Rd., Long Beach, 90808.
Tickets and Discount
Tickets are $46 for Preferred Seating and $60 for VIP seating. Use coupon Code Rotary25 to
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receive 25% off your purchase price.
How to Purchase
Visit Camerata’s website at https://lbcamerata.ludus.com/index.php?
show_id=200489180 or call our box office at 562-900-2863. Be sure to use your
Rotary25 coupon code!

Rotary @ The Belmont Shore Christmas Parade
By Natalie Hale and Linda Rahn, Fellowship Service Co-Directors
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Don’t Miss Rotary’s Most Fun & Festive Night of the Year!

Belmont Shore Christmas Parade — Jingle & Jammies Party!

Saturday, December 6 • 2nd Street, Belmont Shore
Break out your most festive pajamas and help the Belmont Shore 2nd Street Business
Association set a WORLD RECORD for the most people in pajamas at an event!

Rotarians in PJs get a special LB Rotary gift—and yes, friends, family, kiddos, and well-
behaved furry friends are all welcome!

4p.m Pre-Parade Rotary Meet-Up at The Beck’s house- 4427 E.1st Street, LB 90803
It’s tradition! The Becks are opening their home again (even with a family wedding in November
—thank you, Becks!).



Rotary is providing easy-to-eat sandwiches, in lieu of chili. The Becks will have their hot
apple cider for everyone.
Please bring an appetizer, dessert, or your favorite beverage to share.

Parade Lineup — 6:00 p.m. (head to line up 5:45p)
March with us—or hop on the back of the truck if you prefer to ride.
We’ll be led by President Kelly, with Joe Hower driving, Lance Kenyon & “The Hammered
Nails” rocking holiday favorites, and our beloved Tapia Grinch & family spreading cheer (and
a tiny bit of mischief)!

Parking: Plan extra time. Consider rideshare or parking a few blocks off 2nd Street or
near Mollie’s house.

Let’s make Long Beach Rotary proud—and PAJAMA-LOUD!

Questions? Contact Natalie Hale or Linda Rahn.
RSVP for party at Beck’s via Evite please.

What to Wear / Bring for Parade -
Pajamas (festive, cozy, silly—go big!).
Closed-toe shoes for walking.
Layers—nights on 2nd Street can get chilly.
Lights/glow sticks or a small bell if you have one.
A portable phone charger (photos, selfies, and world-record proof!).

Bikes for Kids
By Tina Barry, Community Service Co-Director



Do You Know a Student We Can Send to Camp Enterprise
or RYLA?
By Jon Mesko, Youth Service Director



Camp Enterprise is Rotary of Long Beach’s signature camp where students develop
valuable entrepreneurial skills, leadership, and resilience. A little bit of Shark Tank in
the mountains! It will be held at Camp Oakes near Big Bear on April 9-11, 2026.

If you are interested in volunteering for Camp Enterprise, please complete the adult volunteer
application

We would love everyone's help recruiting students - 64 minimum for Camp Enterprise with a
stretch goal of 110.
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RYLA focuses on leadership and includes ethics, self-confidence, problem-solving,
and conflict-management. It will be held at Camp Idyllwild near Palm Springs on
April 17-19, 2026. Newcomers in the 10-11th grade are welcome. Here's a quick
video on RYLA (here).

We also have our biggest RYLA goal ever – 30 students.

Both student registration links are included above for easy forwarding.

Thank you...
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